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Gnosall Heritage Group 
Notes of meeting held Friday 12th February 2016 

 
 
Present: Keith Abbott, Bob Johnson, Annette Davies, Phil Barnes, Peter Jobling, Malcolm Price, Bob 
Alker, Mike Corfield, Mary Booth, Alan Lewis, Catherine Rosevear, Kathleen Ingram 
 
1 Apologies - Felicity Potter, Sandy Redfern, Peter Gillard 
 
2 Notes of the meeting the 15th January 2016 – The notes were confirmed with one addition:  Item 5b 

– It had been agreed that there would be no official project concerning World War 1 within the 
parish, as there is not really enough information available to create a large project.  Instead the group 
would contribute towards commemorative events in 2018. 

 
3 Matters arising 
 

Item 5a - Village Trails.  Peter Jobling reports that there are existing Gnosall walks in print in the 
form of printed maps with walks indicated.  At one time these were available in the Doctor’s surgery.  
Peter will find copies of these for Keith to scan and save digitally. 
 
Item 5g – An answer to Malcolm’s enquiry concerning the large parish map has been received from 
the Record Office.  Liz Street, archivist, will come and look at the map with a view to it being 
deposited in the Record Office.  Before this happens it was agreed that three members of the heritage 
group should get the map out in order to scan it before it is deposited.  Keith, Bob Johnson and 
Malcolm will undertake to get the map out and scan it digitally.  We will need the permission of the 
Parish Council to get the map out on two occasions and their permission to deposit the map in the 
archives.  Malcolm will find out what forms we will need to fill in before depositing the map. 
 
ACTION:  Annette to write to the Parish Council so that action concerning the parish map can be 
considered at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 

4 Membership 
 

The membership form is now available on the Dropbox.   
 

5 Projects  
 

a. Village trails (Felicity Potter) The Gnosall Village Trails are in a draft form on the Dropbox.  
Bob Johnson will create map extracts to go with the trails, also photographs.  Bob will ask the 
group for any comments for Felicity when she returns home from a visit abroad.  It was agreed 
that the trails would be in leaflet form.  They could be printed on A3 paper and folded down to 
A5. They would be printed by the Parish Council and charged to our account.    

b. Historical industries within the parish (Bob Johnson and Keith Abbott)   Keith has uploaded 
some interesting documentation concerning the Steevans Manufacturing Company on to the 
Dropbox.  Bob has obtained this from Companies House.  Steevans were manufacturers of toys 
and were situated in Willeycroft, Gnosall.  They went out of business after World War 1 
because of competition from German manufacturers.   

c. Early settlement development.  (Mike Corfield)  Mike has been researching Gnosall pre the 
Norman Conquest.  He will set up a timeline showing how the area developed over time. 

d. Gravestone photographs and inscriptions.  Bob Johnson reports that he now has access to 
copies of the registers of Moreton Church dating from 1847.  We now need a plan of the 
churchyard so that memorial inscriptions can be referenced with the registers.   

e. Railway history (Phil Barnes)  Phil is collecting information about the train crash at Cheadle 
Junction on the 28th May 1964 that involved Gnosall schoolchildren.  Phil was on the train 
himself and so has a personal account of the accident.  The children were on an excursion to 
York. 
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f. Historical maps (Peter Jobling, Annette Davies) Annette has researched Staffordshire maps by 
John Speed (1610), William Kipp (1637) and John Cary (circa 1790).  They are now on the 
Dropbox with some information on each one.  Peter is presently locating the existing maps and 
walks around the village. (see Item 3) 

 
Tithe map and Parish OS Map scanning (Malcolm Price) 
 
FoSSA are still short of the funding needed for the digitisation of the tithe maps.  There may be funding 
available as part of a matched funding application that is being submitted to the Heritage Lotteries Fund.  
This could provide the necessary shortfall in the funding but may result in the digitisation being delayed.  
 
7 Open Day Autumn 2016 
 
Keith submitted his plan as a guideline for the day (see attached).  The group approved the plan.  The day 
will be delayed to October or November as a September date might not give us enough time to get 
everything ready after the summer holidays.  Possible talks mentioned include Gnosall Industries (Bob 
Johnson), Life Before TV (Bob Johnson), the history of St. Lawrence Church, Interesting stories from the 
records (Felicity Potter).  There will be a visitor’s book to record attendance. 
 
8 Audio Recording Group 
 
The group agreed that there should be some audio recordings of local people.  Members of the group will 
act as interviewers.  Keith will assist in the technical part of the interviews.  Volunteers to do the 
interviewing were Annette Davies, Phil Barnes, Mary Booth and Catherine Rosevear.    
 
9 Website 
 
The website can now be accessed through the parish council website.  Bob Alker will create a folder for 
material that is scheduled for the website.  The subgroup (Felicity, Kathleen and Keith) will arrange a 
meeting to discuss how information will be recorded before it is put on-line.  This will help prevent the 
duplication of information. 
 
 
10 Any Other Business 

 
Bob Johnson is interested in any information on the Royal Observer Corps in Gnosall.  Keith will put an 
enquiry in the Parish Magazine. 
 
The meeting closed at 4.45 pm. 
 
Date of Next Meeting:  Friday 11th March 2016 at 2pm in the Brearley Room. 
 
 
 


